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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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WORLD  CATTLE  NUMBERS  IN  1952  AND  1953 

Worlf  cattle  numbers  at  the  beginning  of  1953  are  estimated  at  a  new 
record  le  'el  of  845  million  head  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  of  the 
United  St  ates  Department  of  Agriculture*,    This  is  an  increase  of  2  percent 
over  num>  ers  at  the  beginning  of  1952  and  14  percent  above  the  193b-40 
average   if  743  million  head,,    World  cattle  numbers  have  increased  every  year 
since  tY  3  end  of  World  War  II  and  barring  a  major  natural  disaster  in  some 
of  the  r  ore  important  areas  numbers  are  likely  to  increase  again  in  1953* 

Strong  demand  for  beef  and  veal,  and  the  relatively  more  favorable 
returns  from  beef  cattle  in  recent  years  encouraged  cattle  growers  in  most 
areas   ,0  continue  their  expansion  into  19520    Free  market  prices  had  held 
firm  i  1  the  United  States  and  Canada  until  early  1952  and  those  countries 
producing  beef  and  veal  for  export  under  contract  were  either  assured  or 
anticipating  an  increase  in  price,  when  breeding  and  feeding  plans  were  made 
for  t  ie  year. 


CATTLE:    Estimated  world  total,  by  continent  or 

area,  averages  1936-40  and  1946-50,  annual 
1951  and  1952. 


Continent  ! 
or  area  ; 

Ave] 

!  1936-40 

:a^e  : 

:                 :    1952  1/  : 

:  1946-50  : 

>  * 

1    1953  ll  i 

Increase 
:  decrease 

:  mi  • 

1936-40  : 

(A  or 
H 

•  1222 

t  1952 

1 

North  America  j 
Europe 

U.S.S.R,  j 

Asia  ! 
South  America 
Africa  i 
Oceania  i 

Total  i 

Thousands  ! 

.Thousands  :Thousands  i 

Thousands  j 

Percent  : 

Percent 

1  ! 

96,700  : 
!  103,200  ' 
>     59,800  • 

1  295,700  ! 
!  105,500 

:  64,400  • 
:  18.100 

■    112,600  i 

1       93,500  ! 

i      50,800  i 
:    282,100  : 
i    126,500  ! 
t     84,900  - 
!      1?,100  : 

,  122,100 
101,600 
58,800 
298,700  ! 
!  135,000 
\  92,700 
20.500 

i    128,700  i 
I    102,100  - 

:    302,400  : 
!  138,800 
I      94,600  ! 
;      20.100  ' 

s     -  1  : 

;  1 2 

:  /32 
f  /47 
•  /ll 

!     /  0.5 

I      /  2 
i      -  2 

!    743.400  • 

!    769.500  s 

829.400 

i    845.200  , 

;  A4 

;  4  2 

1/  Preliminary. 

A  summary  of  this  information  was  published  in  the  April  13,  1953  issue  of 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets. 
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Although  economic  and  weather  conditions  and  the  feed  situation  differ 
in  various  countries,  totals  by  continents  show  an  increase  for  1953  over^ 
1952  in  all  but  Oceania,  and  the  decrease  in  that  area  was  minor.  Expansion 
was  limited  in  some  countries  by  competition  with  sheep,  in  others  by  demands 
for  more  arable  lands  for  grain  crops  and  in  Western  Europe  by  disease 
(foot-and-mouth)  losses. 

The  most  pronounced  build-up  in  cattle  numbers  in  the  postwar  period 
has  occured  in  Africa,  /f?  percent  over  prewar,  North  America  33  percent, 
South  America  32  percent  and  Oceania  11  percent.    Eastern  Europe  and  U.S.S.R, 
are  still  below  prewar,  Western  Europe  reached  prewar  totals  in  1951  and 
is  estimated  about  2  percent  above  prewar  in  1953.    Numbers  in  Asia  are 
placed  2  percent  above  the  1936-40  average. 

For  1953,  further  expansion  in  cattle  is  anticipated  in  North  America, 
United  States  numbers  are  now  at  a  record  high  but  the  upswing  is  expected 
to  continue  into  1953  in  spite  of  lower  prices,    Canadian  numbers  are  at 
the  build-up  stage  of  their  cycle  and  numbers  in  Mexico  are  expected  to 
increase,  weather  permitting. 

Argentine  numbers  are  building  up  again  and  with  the  impetus  of  a 
fairly  favorable  contract  with  the  United  Kingdom  should  recover  to  the 
levels  reached  prior  to  the  draught  of  1949-50,    In  Uruguay  as  is  true  to 
some  extent  in  other  livestock  producing  countries,  competition  from  sheep 
raising  is  keen.    Ranges  in  that  country  are  completely  stocked  and  cattle 
will  do  well  to  maintain  present  numbers  in  the  face  of  the  favorable  outlook 
for  wool. 

In  New  Zealand  and  Australia  conditions  are  favorable  for  further 
increase,  breeding  herds  have  been  built  up,  new  contracts  with  the  United 
Kingdom  for  beef  have  recognized  increased  cost  of  production  and  drought 
conditions  have  ended  in  Australia, 

As  the  demand  for  neat  continues  strong  in  Europe  and  as  it  appears 
that  the  foct-ana-mouth  disease  has  abated  somewhat,  some  recovery  in  cattle 
numbers  is  expected  there  in  1953, 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled'  reports  on  world  agricultural 
production  approved  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Committee  on  Foreign 
Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics,    It  is  based  in  part  upon  U,  S,  Foreign  Service 
reports. 


